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KLANG features Reumert-nominated ensemble and music without sound 
Experience music written for all other senses than for hearing, young musicians between the age of 15-25 
years disassemble instruments and music, as well as Old School works that have contributed to put 
contemporary works into perspective when the largest international festival for avant-garde music takes 
place at Republique on Østerfælled Torv 34, Copenhagen Ø, May 29 - June 4 2015. 
 
Athelas Sinfonietta Copenhagen, who recently was nominated for a Reumert for the opera Babel, once 
again opens the festival with a large-scale concert. The concert includes a world premiere by the young 
Danish composer Jens Peter Møller and the renaissance music-inspired work Gymel (1983) by Ole Buck 
(DK), who this year turns 70 and is represented at several concerts during the festival.  
 
At the height of contemporary music 
One of Europe's most prominent ensembles of new music, Ensemble Modern (DE), will take part in 
KLANG festival for the first time. Except the work Chamber Music I (1979-80) by the aforementioned Ole 
Buck the concert consists of works that have not yet been performed in Denmark, including a world 
premiere by the young Danish composer Martin Stauning. This is an ensemble that since its beginnings 35 
years ago has toured around the world and to this very day remains to stay at the height of contemporary 
music. 
 
Young musicians play avant-garde 
Chiffren Ensemble consists of young people between the age of 15-25 years who play contemporary music 
in collaboration with composers, soloists and conductors from the contemporary music scene in Germany. At 
KLANG they will perform the work In Spite Of, And Maybe Even Therefore (2007) by the award-winning 
Danish composer Simon Steen-Andersen, which despite the title's gentle, debating tone insists on noise 
and silence parallel to each other - at least for a while. Experience the young ensemble Sunday afternoon 31 
May, when they will perform a free concert at Republique in Østerbro.  
 
Is music simply sound? 
The concert by the Danish composer Jeppe Ernst focuses on music as more than sound. Music is also 
gestures, emotions and mood. Among other things, the work Messe for en menneskekrop (2015) consists of 
physical contact, where the audience members are affected by the musician. “It is an attempt to explore the 
boundaries of music and to get closer to the audience. I believe that we have built up a distance. It is just as 
much this truism, I call into question. This distance to the experience of music at a comfortable distance.” 
Music is a way of organizing a temporal course and is always experienced with multiple senses. It is this 
realization that the composer Jeppe Ernst challenges in his portrait concert, which takes place in the culture 
centre KW3 in Østerbro. 
 
Old School is the New School 
The young Swedish pianist Jonas Olsson has specialized in playing music from the 20th and 21st centuries 
and has previously been performing with works by Pierre Boulez, as is the case at this year's concert series 
'Old School: BOULEZ!' at KLANG festival. In 2015 Boulez turns 90 and has been celebrated at festivals and 
concerts in most of the world with KLANG being no exception. With great virtuosity Olsson embarks on all 
three piano sonatas as well as 12 Notations (1945) by Pierre Boulez. The three sonatas are masterpieces in 
post-war contemporary music and contribute putting today’s works into perspective. 12 Notations is the Old 
School programme’s oldest work. Olsson will try his strengths on Boulez' technically very difficult works in a 
way that has not yet been seen. The audience can experience the pianist over three days, with the last concert 
rounding of this year KLANG festival June 4th. 
 
Furthermore KLANG 2015 counts a large range of great Danish and international artists and 
ensembles such as electro composer and sound artist Morten Riis (DK), the Canadian sound artist, 
performer and composer Nicolas Bernier, who is visiting Denmark for the first time at KLANG, the 
acclaimed ensemble Cikada (NO) and three musicians from the prominent German Ensemble 
Recherche, which performs classical works by the Danish composers Per Nørgård, Hans Abrahamsen 
and Ole Buck. In addition experience the French ensemble Soundinitiative perform tomorrow's 
composers like Alexander Schubert (D), François Sarhan (F) and the aforementioned Simon Steen-
Andersen.  
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Practical information 
KLANG – Copenhagen Avantgarde Music Festival 29 May – 4 June 2015 
 
Find the programme at www.klang.dk 
Buy tickets at republique.billetten.dk 
 
Ticket price: 75 kr. Partout card: 250 kr. 
Students: 50 kr. Partout card, students: 150 kr. 
Tickets for Boulez’ sonatas at Republique: 50 kr. (students 30 kr.) 
Tickets for Jeppe Ernst at KW3: 75 kr. (students 50 kr.) 
 
VENUE 
Republique: Østerfælled Torv 34 og 37, 2100 Copenhagen Ø 
Koncertkirken (only Saturday 30 May): Blågårds Plads 6A, 2200 Copenhagen N 
KW3 (only Wednesday 3 June): Krausesvej 3, 2100 Copenhagen Ø 
 
CONTACT 
Press coordinator: Nadia Harpøth Adan | presse@klang.dk 
Press photos: Download at http://klang.dk/presse-medie/2015/foto/ (eller skriv til presse@klang.dk) 
 
ABOUT KLANG 
KLANG – Copenhagen Avantgarde Music Festival is an independent, young, and international festival for 
new music. KLANG wishes to create visibility and room for the most daring composers by presenting their 
newest and most experimental works. The festival seeks to support the development of the pioneering art of 
our time and potential future classics. Until 2013 the festival was known as Athelas New Music Festival as a 
satelite project from 2009 by Athelas Sinfonietta Copenhagen. During the five years since its inception, this 
festival has now grown up to be an independent organization now known as KLANG, but will maintain its 
enriching cooperation with Athelas Sinfonietta. 
 
 
KLANG 2015 
During KLANG 2015 14 concerts and events are presented during one week. The festival offers a varied 
programme with some of today’s leading composers interacting with a selection of the most outstanding 
musicians from all around the world. Despite the diversity of the festival’s different concerts, they all, each in 
their own way, share the endeavour to look for new opportunities of artistic expression and to pave the way 
for the music of the future, and that is the driving force behind KLANG - Copenhagen Avantgarde Music 
Festival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KLANG – Copenhagen Avantgarde Music Festival is supported by: A. P. Møller og hustru Chastine McKinney Møllers 
fond til almene formål, Statens Kunstfond, Augustinus Fonden, Knud Højgaards Fond, Dansk Komponistforenings 
Produktionspulje og KODAs Kulturelle midler, Ernst von Siemens Musikstiftung, Københavns Kommune, Det Obelske 
Familiefond, Goethe-Institut Dänemark, Østerbro Lokaludvalg, SNYK, DR og Solistforeningen af 1921 


